
Botanical Name Common Name Habit Water Needs
Full Sun (F)/Part 

Shade (P)/Shade (S)
Notes

High/Sharp Soil Drainage 
best or required.

Salt Tolerance 
(moderate to 

high)

Tolerates 
periodically wet 

areas
Cleome serrulata Rocky Mountain Beeplant Annual moderate to xeric F native; annual, self sows best in spots with spring and early summer 
Helianthus (many varieties) Sunflower Annual moderate F/P native; annual and perennial varieties available x
Argemone polyanthemos Crested Prickly poppy Annual or Biennial moderate to xeric F short-lived, reseeds x
Argemone munita Armed Prickly poppy Annual or Perennial moderate to xeric F native; short-lived, reseeds
Eschscholzia californica California Poppy Annual or Perennial moderate to xeric F/P native; annual to short-lived perennial, reseeds x
Allium  'Millenium' Ornamental Onion Bulb/Perennial moderate to low F/P attracts bees and butterflies, long bloom period x
Allium senescens 'Blue Twister' Blue Twister Broadleaf Chives Bulb/Perennial moderate to low F/P blue-green twisted foliage, long bloom period x
Allium senescens ssp. glaucum German Garlic Bulb/Perennial moderate to low F/P compact form, twisted foliage up to 1' tall x
Amelanchier alnifolia Saskatoon Serviceberry Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P native; edible fruit, suckering, great wildlife plant x
Amelanchier utahensis Utah Serviceberry Deciduous Shrub moderate to xeric F/P native; edible fruit, great wildlife plant x
Amorpha canescens Leadplant Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P bluish-purple flowers above small grey-green foliage x
Amorpha nana Leadplant Deciduous Shrub moderate to xeric F/P fragrant magenta flowers on green foliage
Berberis fendleri Colorado Barberry Deciduous Shrub low to xeric F/P native; red berries loved by birds
Berberis thunbergii Japanese Barberry Deciduous Shrub moderate F/P great for hedges; has thorns and showy berries
Buddleja (many varieties) Butterfly Bush Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P attracts butterflies and other pollinators x
Caragana (many varieties) Peashrub Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P great choice for slopes, legume family member x
Caryopteris × clandonensis (many varieties) Bluebeard Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P blue flowers attract pollinators x
Ceanothus ovatus Red root Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P fragrant flowers; leaves can be used to make tea x
Chaenomeles  (many varieties) Flowering Quince Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P showy spring flowers; sour but edible fruit x
Chamaebatiaria millefolium Fernbush Deciduous Shrub moderate to xeric F/P native; fragrant fern-like foliage x
Chrysothamnus/Ericameria  (many varieties) Rabbitbrush Deciduous Shrub moderate to xeric F/P native; several ethnobotanical uses x
Chrysothamnus/Ericameria nauseosus f. nana Dwarf Rabbitbrush Deciduous Shrub moderate to xeric F/P compact form with blue-grey foliage x
Clematis fruticosa 'Mongolian Gold' Mongolian Gold Clematis Deciduous Shrub moderate F shrub form with yellow flowers in summer/fall x
Cotinus (many varieties) Smokebush Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P fine/airy inflorescences in summer x
Cotoneaster divaricatus Spreading cotoneaster Deciduous Shrub moderate F/P great for hedges or borders x
Dasiophora/Potentilla fruticosa (many varieties) Shrubby Cinquefoil Deciduous Shrub moderate F/P native; western forms, not European hybrids x
Eleagnus commutata Silverberry Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P native; food source for wildlife x
Fallugia paradoxa Apache Plume Deciduous Shrub low to xeric F native; forage plant for wildlife
Forestiera neomexicana Desert Olive Deciduous Shrub moderate to xeric F/P native; use as hedge or small tree x
Gutierrezia sarothrae Broom Snakeweed Deciduous Shrub moderate to xeric F/P native; used medicinally x
Hibiscus syriacus (many varieties) Rose of Sharon Deciduous Shrub moderate F/P spent flowers can be messy x
Holodiscus dumosus Rock Spirea Deciduous Shrub moderate to xeric F/P native; good for slope plantings
Krascheninnikovia/Ceratoides lanata Winterfat Deciduous Shrub moderate to xeric F/P native; good for native birds and wildlife x
Lonicera korolkowii 'Floribunda' Blue Velvet Honesuckle Deciduous Shrub moderate to xeric F/P bluish-grey foliage and pink flowers
Prunus andersonii Desert Peach Deciduous Shrub moderate to xeric F used ethnobotanically
Prunus fasciculata Desert Almond Deciduous Shrub moderate to xeric F native; thorny shrub; edible fruit x
Prunus pumila var. besseyi Western Sand Cherry Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P native; low spreading shrub x
Purshia tridentata Bitterbrush Deciduous Shrub moderate to xeric F/P native; used ethnobotanically x x
Rhus aromatica Fragrant Sumac Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P great for slopes, red fall color x
Rhus aromatica 'Gro-low' Gro-low Fragrant Sumac Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P groundcover, great for slopes or banks x
Rhus glabra (many varieties) Smooth Sumac Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P great fall color, grows in colonies which can be periodically x
Rhus trilobata Three-leaf Sumac Deciduous Shrub moderate to xeric F/P native; food source for wildlife x
Rhus typhina (many varieties) Staghorn Sumac Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P/S great fall color, grows in colonies which can be periodically x
Ribes aureum Golden Currant Deciduous Shrub moderate to xeric F/P native; showy yellow flowers in spring followed by edible fruits x
Ribes cereum Wax Currant Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P/S native; food source for wildlife x
Ribes odoratum Clove Currant Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P/S ethnobotanical uses x
Ribes sanguineum Red-flowering Currant Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P/S ethnobotanical uses x
Rosa 'Ruby Voodoo' Ruby Voodoo Rose Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P Plant Select 2012 selection; fragrant
Rosa (American Rose Trials for Sustainability) Rose Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P national rose trial; 3 trial sites in northern Utah; 

Rosa (Earth-Kind Roses) Rose Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P
rose trial at Texas A&M; check hardiness zone; aggie-
horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkindroses/

Rosa (Drift Series) Rose Deciduous Shrub moderate F/P groundcover roses; low-maintenance
Rosa (Knockout Series) Rose Deciduous Shrub moderate F/P disease-resistant; low maintenance
Rosa chinensis 'Mutabilis' China Rose, Butterfly Rose Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P blossom color changes from yellow, to pink, to crimson
Rosa foetida bicolor Austrian Copper Rose Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P once-blooming; spreads by suckers; red orange flowers with yellow 
Rosa foetida persiana Persian Yellow Rose Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P once-blooming; spreads by suckers; brought west by early settlers



Rosa glauca (rubrifolia) Red-leaf Rose Deciduous Shrub moderate to low F/P once-blooming; bluish foliage with burgundy tones x
Rosa woodsii Woods' Rose Deciduous Shrub moderate to xeric F/P native; once-blooming
Rosa woodsii 'Thornless' Thornless Wood's Rose Deciduous Shrub moderate to xeric F/P once-blooming; thornless variety of native species
Rubus leucodermis Blackcap Raspberry Deciduous Shrub moderate F/P native; used ethnobotanically
Rubus  x (many varieties) Blackberry Deciduous Shrub moderate F/P low water use once well established
Symphoricarpos (many varieties) Snowberry Deciduous Shrub moderate F/P/S native; foliage tends to drop in hot, dry sunny spaces in summer x
Syringa vulgaris (many varieties) Lilac Deciduous Shrub moderate F/P fragrant flowers in spring x
Viburnum opulus Cranberry Viburnum Deciduous Shrub moderate F/P ethnobotanical uses, use as specimen or in hedges x
Vitex negundo Chinese Chastetree Deciduous Shrub moderate F/P ethnobotanical uses x
Cercocarpus montanus Alderleaf Mountain Mahogany Deciduous Shrub/Tree moderate to xeric F/P native; several ethnobotanical uses x
Lonicera reticulata 'P015S' Kintzley's Ghost® Honeysuckle Deciduous Shrub/Vine moderate F/P persistent showy bracts
Rosa 'Zephrine Drouhin' Zephirine Drouhin Rose Deciduous Shrub/Vine moderate to low F/P climbing, mostly thornless rose x
Acer grandidentatum * Bigtooth Maple Deciduous Tree moderate to xeric F/P native; insist on own root, not grafted x
Celtis occidentalis Common Hackberry Deciduous Tree moderate to xeric F/P native; many birds enjoy the fruits x
Celtis reticulata Netleaf hackberry Deciduous Tree moderate to xeric F/P native; many birds enjoy the fruits x
Cercis canadensis  Eastern Redbud Deciduous Tree moderate to low F/P often an understory tree in its native range
Cercis canadensis var. texensis (many varieties) Texas Redbud Deciduous Tree moderate to low F more compact habit; pollinators love nectar
Cercis occidentalis Western Redbud Deciduous Tree moderate to low F/P native; legume family member x
Crataegus crus-galli var. inermis Cockspur Hawthorn Deciduous Tree moderate to low F/P benefits from extra water during hottest months x
Fraxinus anomala Singleleaf Ash Deciduous Tree moderate to low F/P native; can lose foliage under heat and drought x
Ginkgo biloba Ginkgo Deciduous Tree moderate to low F/P be sure to plant a known male; used medicinally x
Gymnocladus dioicus 'Espresso' Kentucky Coffee Tree Deciduous Tree moderate to low F/P upright, male/staminate variety x
Koelreuteria paniculata Golden Rain Tree Deciduous Tree moderate to low F cull seedlings x
Maclura pomifera (many varieties) Osage Orange Deciduous Tree moderate F/P White Shield is thornless and fruitless x
Malus (many varieties) Crabapple Deciduous Tree moderate F/P look for cultivars that resist fireblight and scab x
Morus (many varieties) Mulberry Deciduous Tree moderate to low F/P white-fruited and fruitless varieties will not stain surfaces. x
Pistacia chinensis Chinese Pistache Deciduous Tree moderate to xeric F/P great fall color, used ethnobotanically x
Poncirus trifoliata Bitter Orange Deciduous Tree moderate to low F/P twisted thorny habit; fruit used ethnobotanically x
Prunus armeniaca Armenian apricot Deciduous Tree moderate to low F/P showy spring flowers; edible fruit x
Prunus mexicana Mexican Plum Deciduous Tree moderate to low F/P small, tart fruit, good for jams or jellies
Prunus virginiana Chokecherry Deciduous Tree moderate F/P native; bitter fruit is enjoyed by birds
Ptelea trifoliata Common Hoptree Deciduous Tree moderate F/P native; western subspecies more drought tolerant than eastern x
Quercus macrocarpa Bur Oak Deciduous Tree moderate to low F/P large shade tree, minimal fall color x
Quercus rubra Red Oak Deciduous Tree moderate F/P shade tree, excellent fall color x
Robinia neomexicana New Mexican Locust Deciduous Tree moderate to xeric F/P native; fragrant flowers, suckering habit with thorns
Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust Deciduous Tree moderate to xeric F/P good for difficult sites; fragrant flowers, has thorns x
x Chitalpa tashkentensis  'Morning Cloud' Morning Cloud Chitalpa Deciduous Tree moderate to xeric F/P more difficult to find, but this cultivar suffers less from summer 
Ziziphus jujuba Jujube tree Deciduous Tree moderate F/P edible fruit, ethnobotanical uses
Chilopsis linearis (many varieties) Desert Willow Deciduous Tree/Shrub moderate to low F/P native; zone 5 or 6 varieties
Quercus gambelii Gambel Oak Deciduous Tree/Shrub moderate to xeric F/P native; mature size varies by cultural resources x
Vitex angus-castus Chastetree Deciduous Tree/Shrub moderate to low F/P prune back every spring to live wood x
Campsis radicans Trumpet Vine Deciduous Vine moderate to low F/P native; flowers attract hummingbirds x
Fallopia aubertii Silver fleece vine Deciduous Vine moderate to low F/P vigorous vine x
Lonicera sempervirens Coral Honeysuckle Deciduous Vine moderate F/P hummingbird plant x
Vitis californica 'Rogers Red' Roger's Red California Grape Deciduous Vine moderate to low F/P flowers attract pollinators, red fall color, small edible fruits
Abelia x grandiflora (many varieties) Glossy abelia Evergreen Shrub moderate F/P attracts bees; great hedge or border plant
Arctostaphylos × coloradoensis (many varieties) Manzanita Evergreen Shrub moderate to xeric F/P groundcover; evergreen foliage on reddish stems
Arctostaphylos patula Greenleaf Manzanita Evergreen Shrub moderate to xeric F/P native; upright; glossy green foliage on reddish stems x
Arctostaphylos pungens Pointleaf Manzanita Evergreen Shrub low to xeric F native; upright; pale blue-green foliage on reddish stems x
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi (many varieties) Kinnikinick, Bearberry Evergreen Shrub moderate to xeric F/P/S native; groundcover, red berries in late summer
Artemisia tridentata ssp. vaseyana Vasey's Sagebrush Evergreen Shrub moderate to xeric F native; keystone plant for wildlife x
Atriplex canescens Fourwing Saltbush Evergreen Shrub moderate to xeric F native; several ethnobotanical uses x
Berberis fremontii Fremont Barberry Evergreen Shrub low to xeric F/P native; great pollinator plant x
Cercocarpus intricatus Small-leaf Mahogany Evergreen Shrub moderate to xeric F native; dense shrub, tiny evergreen foliage on silver bark x
Cistus (many varieties) Rock Rose Evergreen Shrub moderate to low F zone 7 or lower x x
Cotoneaster dammeri Bearberry cotoneaster Evergreen Shrub moderate F/P groundcover, great for cascading
Cotoneaster horizontalis Rockspray cotoneaster Evergreen Shrub moderate F/P cascade over walls, or train on trellis x
Cotoneaster procumbens/microphyllus  (many varieties) Littleleaf cotoneaster Evergreen Shrub moderate F/P groundcover, great for slopes or banks x
Cotoneaster salicifolius Willowleaf cotoneaster Evergreen Shrub moderate F/P groundcover, great for slopes or banks x



Ephedra equisetina Bluestem Joint fir Evergreen Shrub moderate to xeric F/P Asian species more tolerant of garden conditions than native x
Ephedra  spp. (US Natives) Ephedra/Mormon Tea Evergreen Shrub low to xeric F/P native; primitive conifer with leafless stems xx
Ericameria laricifolia Turpentine bush Evergreen Shrub moderate to xeric F native; yellow/gold flowers in fall; aromatic foliage x
Euonymus japonicus (many varieties) Japanese Euonymous Evergreen Shrub moderate to low F/P well-established plants can become very drought tolerant x
Genista lydia Lydia Woadwaxen Evergreen Shrub moderate to xeric F use to cascade over walls x
Juniperus communis (many varieties) Common Juniper Evergreen Shrub moderate to low P native; berries can be used in foods and medicinally x
Mahonia  (many varieties) Oregon Grape Evergreen Shrub moderate to xeric F/P/S Mahonia repens is native groundcover form x
Mahonia fremontii Fremont Barberry Evergreen Shrub Low to xeric F/P native; deer resistant, attracts birds x
Pinus mugo Mugo Pine Evergreen Shrub moderate to xeric F/P many cultivars available in various forms and sizes x
Purshia glandulosa Mojave Bitterbrush Evergreen Shrub moderate to xeric F native; stabilizes soils, used by wildlife and ethnobotanically x x
Purshia mexicana Cliff Rose Evergreen Shrub moderate to xeric F native; creamy flowers, tolerates browse x x
Quercus chrysolepis Canyon Live Oak Evergreen Shrub moderate to low F/P food source for wildlife x
Quercus vacciniifolia Huckleberry Oak Evergreen Shrub moderate to low F/P low groundcover, slow growing
Rosmarinus officinalis 'Arp' Arp Rosemary Evergreen Shrub moderate to low F/P best in sites protected from wet conditions and cold winter winds x
Rosmarinus officinalis 'Gorizia' Gorizia Rosemary Evergreen Shrub moderate to low F/P best in sites protected from wet conditions and cold winter winds x
Salvia dorrii Dorr's Sage Evergreen Shrub moderate to xeric F native; used ethnobotanically x
Salvia pachyphylla Mojave Sage Evergreen Shrub moderate to xeric F after established, prune in fall to encourage herbaceous growth x
Santolina (many varieties) Lavender Cotton Evergreen Shrub moderate to low F/P small evergreen good for borders; ethnobotanical uses x x
Santolina rosmarinifolia (many varieties) Green Santolina Evergreen Shrub moderate to low F/P fragrant, cream flowers on green foliage, ethnobotanical uses x x
Teucrium aroanium Gray Creeping Germander Evergreen Shrub moderate to low F groundcover, grey-green foliage with fragrant pink flowers x
Teucrium chamaedrys (many varieties) Wall Germander Evergreen Shrub moderate to low F/P ethnobotanical uses; often sheered in small hedges x
Juniperus (many varieties) Juniper Evergreen Shrub/Tree moderate to xeric F/P columnar forms may require winter wrapping to avoid snow damage x
Quercus turbinella Turbinella Oak Evergreen Shrub/Tree moderate to xeric F/P native; prickly foliage, fruits used by wildlife x
Quercus undulata Wavyleaf Oak Evergreen Shrub/Tree moderate to xeric F/P native; used ethnobotanically x
Abies concolor (many varieties) White Fir Evergreen Tree moderate F native; large tree, also look for cultivars
Calocedrus decurrens Incense Cedar Evergreen Tree moderate F/P foliage has incense-like aroma
Cedrus libani ssp. stenocoma Turkish Cedar of Lebanon Evergreen Tree moderate to low F/P better winter hardiness than other types
Cercocarpus ledifolius Curl-leaf Mountain Mahogany Evergreen Tree moderate to xeric F/P native; bark used medicinally x
Cupressus arizonica (many varieties) Arizona Cypress Evergreen Tree moderate to low F some xeric forms, like Cook's Peak x
Ilex aquifolium English Holly Evergreen Tree moderate to low P/S protect from cold winter winds x
Juniperus osteosperma Utah Juniper Evergreen Tree moderate to xeric F native; used as food and cover by wildlife x
Pinus aristata Bristlecone Pine Evergreen Tree moderate to low F/P slow growing x
Pinus cembroides Mexican Piñon Pine Evergreen Tree moderate to xeric F/P produces edible nuts; will not tolerate wet sites x x
Pinus densiflora (many varieties) Japanese Red Pine Evergreen Tree moderate to low F/P slow growing, reddish-brown bark
Pinus edulis Colorado Piñon Pine Evergreen Tree moderate to xeric F/P native; produces edible nuts; will not tolerate wet sites x
Pinus eldarica Mondell Pine Evergreen Tree moderate to xeric F use as a hedge or screen x
Pinus flexilis Limber Pine Evergreen Tree moderate F/P native; food source for wildlife x
Pinus jeffreyi Jeffrey Pine Evergreen Tree moderate to xeric F/P used for lumber and ethnobotanically
Pinus monophylla Single Needle Piñon Pine Evergreen Tree moderate to xeric F/P native; produces edible nuts x
Pinus ponderosa Ponderosa Pine Evergreen Tree moderate to xeric F/P native; very large tree, look for dwarf cultivars for home landscape x
Quercus fusiformis Plateau Live Oak Evergreen Tree moderate to low F/P provides cover and habitat for wildlife

Sequoiadendron giganteum Giant sequoia Evergreen Tree moderate F/P
grey or blue types may have an extra reflectivity or waxiness that 
may give them an edge over green forms

Hedera (many varieties) Ivy Evergreen Vine moderate to low F/P/S dry shade tolerant vine x
Achnatherum speciosum Desert Needlegrass Grass moderate to xeric F native; available in seed
Achnatherum/Stipa hymenoides Indian Ricegrass Grass moderate to xeric F/P native; edible seed, good bird attractant x
Andropogon gerardii (many varieties) Big Bluestem Grass moderate to low F/P native; seeds enjoyed by birds x
Aristida purpurea Purple Three-awn Grass low to xeric F/P native; available in seed
Bouteloua (many varieties) Grama Grass Grass moderate to low F/P appreciates supplemental water in hottest, driest periods x
Eragrostis spectabilis Purple Love Grass Grass moderate to low F/P showy inflorescence in summer
Festuca idahoensis Idaho Fescue Grass moderate to low F/P native; available in seed x
Festuca mairei Atlas Fescue Grass moderate to low F/P clumping grass, evergreen foliage
Festuca ovina Sheep Fescue Grass moderate to xeric F/P great on slopes x
Helictotrichon sempervirens Blue Oat Grass Grass moderate F/P bluish evergreen foliage x
Hesperostipa comata Needle and Thread Grass Grass moderate to low F/P native; available in seed x
Leymus arenarius Blue Lyme Grass Grass moderate to low F/P available in seed x
Leymus cinereus Basin Wildrye Grass moderate to low F/P native; available in seed x
Miscanthus sinensis (many varieties) Miscanthus Grass moderate F/P commonly used large ornamental grass x
Muehlenbergia lindheimeri Lindheimer's Muhly Grass Grass moderate to low F/P use as specimen, hedge or background planting x x



Muhlenbergia capillaris Pink Muhlygrass Grass moderate to low F/P needs a hot microclimate to maximize bloom x x
Muhlenbergia montana Montana Muhly Grass moderate to low F/P native; available in seed x
Muhlenbergia reverchonii Seep Muhly Grass moderate to low F/P excellent fall color x x
Muhlenbergia rigens Deer Grass Grass moderate to low F native; used as food and cover by wildlife x
Panicum virgatum Switchgrass Grass moderate F/P native; many uses including hay and biofuels x x
Poa fendleriana Muttongrass Grass moderate to xeric F/P native; available in seed
Poa secunda Sandberg's Bluegrass Grass moderate to xeric F/P native; available in seed
Schizachyrium scoparium (many varieties) Little Bluestem Grass Grass moderate F/P native; used as food and cover by wildlife x
Sesleria autumnalis Autumn Moor Grass Grass moderate F/P/S cool season grass, blooms in mid-summer x
Sesleria heufleriana Blue-Green Moor Grass Grass moderate F/P small grass for the front border x
Sesleria x 'Greenlee Hybrid' Greenlee Moor Grass Grass moderate F/P/S cool season grass; low, dense habit x
Sorghastrum nutans Yellow Prairie Grass Grass moderate to low F/P native; good for erosion control, reseeds x
Sporobolus airoides Alkali Sacaton Grass moderate to xeric F/P native; good for erosion control, restoration x
Sporobolus cryptandrus Sand dropseed Grass moderate to xeric F/P native; good for erosion control, available in seed
Sporobolus heterolepis Prairie Dropseed Grass moderate F/P weeping, fine textured grass, fragrant
Sporobolus wrightii Giant Dropseed Grass moderate to low F/P native; large grass, use as a specimen or backdrop x x
Stipa gigantea Giant Feather Grass Grass moderate to low F/P large grass, attracts butterflies
Stipa neomexicana New Mexico Feathergrass Grass moderate to low F/P native; available in seed; used by wildlife
Chasmanthium latifolium Northern Sea Oats Grass moderate to low P/S dry shade tolerant x
Carex divulsa Meadow Sedge Grass/Sedge moderate to low F/P/S dry shade tolerant x x
Carex eburnea Ivory Sedge Grass/Sedge moderate F/P/S dry shade tolerant
Carex flacca Blue Sedge Grass/Sedge moderate to low F/P/S dry shade tolerant x x
Carex montana Mountain Sedge Grass/Sedge moderate to low P/S dry shade tolerant x
Carex oshimensis (many varieties) Japanese Sedge Grass/Sedge moderate to low P/S dry shade tolerant x
Carex pensylvanica Pennsylvania Sedge Grass/Sedge moderate P/S dry shade tolerant
Carex praegracilis Clustered Field Sedge Grass/Sedge moderate  F/P/S native; available in seed, dry shade tolerant x x
Achillea spp. (many varieties) Yarrow Perennial moderate to xeric F/P native; western forms require very low water x
Agastache spp. (many varieties) Hummingbird Mint Perennial moderate F/P short-lived, flowers best in sun x
Agastache urticifolia Horse Nettle Perennial moderate to low F/P native; fragrant, attracts pollinators x
Alcea spp. (many varieties) Hollyhock Perennial moderate to low F/P biennial, reseeds x
Alyssum/Aurinia saxatilis Basket of Gold Perennial moderate to low F evergreen foliage with early spring bloom x
Amsonia hubrichtii Narrowleaf Blue Star Perennial moderate to low F/P blue spring blooms; yellow-gold fall color
Amsonia jonesii Jones' Bluestar Perennial moderate to xeric F/P native; spring bloom, yellow fall color
Amsonia tabernaemontana var. salicifolia Willowleaf Bluestar Perennial moderate F/P flowers better in full sun
Anaphalis margaritacea Pearly Everlasting Perennial moderate to low F/P/S native; clump forming, attracts butterflies
Antennaria (many varieties) Pussytoes Perennial moderate to xeric F/P low, mat forming x
Anthemis marschalliana Filigree Daisy Perennial moderate to low F bright yellow flowers on grey-green foliage x
Aquilegia canadensis Eastern Columbine Perennial moderate to low P/S red-yellow flowers x
Aquilegia chrysantha Golden Columbine Perennial moderate to low F/P native; yellow flowers, very adaptable, reseeds x
Aquilegia formosa Western Columbine Perennial moderate to low F/P/S red-yellow flowers x
Armeria (many varieties) Thrift Perennial moderate to low F/P compact plant for borders or walls x x
Artemisia (many varieties) Sagbrush/Wormwood Perennial moderate to xeric F/P huge range of species with differing cultural requirements x
Asclepias fascicularis Narrowleaf Milkweed Perennial moderate to low F/P native; attracts Monarch Butterflies x
Asclepias speciosa Showy Milkweed Perennial moderate to low F/P native; attracts Monarch Butterflies x
Asclepias subverticillata Horsetail Milkweed Perennial moderate to low F/P native; attracts Monarch Butterflies
Asclepias tuberosa Butterflyweed Perennial moderate to low F/P native; attracts Monarch Butterflies x
Symphyotrichum/Aster oblongifolium Raydon's Favorite Aster Perennial moderate F/P fragrant flowers in late summer; spreading x

Astragalus (many varieties) Milkvetch Perennial moderate to xeric F/P
native; many xeric and rock garden plants, many types from varied 
environments and tolerances x x

Baptisia australis False Indigo Perennial moderate F/P taller perennial for background, showy flowers and seedpods x
Berlandiera lyrata Chocolate Flower Perennial moderate to xeric F/P low growing, chocolate scented flowers x
Callirhoe digitata Standing Wine Cups Perennial moderate to low F/P bright magenta flowers on upright stalks
Callirhoe involucrata Mexican Wine Cups Perennial moderate to low F/P bright magenta flowers on creeping stems
Calylophus (many varieties) Sundrops Perennial moderate to low F/P profuse yellow blooms x
Campanula glomerata Clustered Bellflower Perennial moderate F/P purplish-blue clustered flowers x
Campanula persicifolia Peach-leaved Bellflower Perennial moderate F/P available with blue, white and occasionally pink blooms x
Campanula rotundifolia (many varieties) Harebell Perennial moderate to low F/P/S native; tolerates a variety of conditions x
Cirsium undulatum Wavyleaf Thistle Perennial low to xeric F native; available in seed, used by birds and ethnobotanically
Clematis integrifolia 'Psharlan' (Mongolian Bells) Mongolian Bells™ Clematis Perennial moderate F/P spring blooming perennial, slow to establish



Coreopsis lanceolata Lanceleaf coreopsis Perennial moderate F/P nectar and seed used by wildlife x
Coreopsis verticillata Threadleaf coreopsis Perennial moderate F/P nectar and seed used by wildlife x
Cotula 'Tiffindell Gold' Creeping Gold Buttons Perennial moderate  F/P evergreen; used medicinally
Crambe maritima Sea Kale Perennial moderate to low F/P attractive ornamental with edible and medicinal uses x
Cucurbita foetidissima Stinking Gourd Perennial moderate to xeric F native; available in seed x x
Dalea purpurea Purple Prairie Clover Perennial moderate to low F/P butterfly plant x
Datura wrightii Sacred Datura Perennial moderate to xeric F/P native; short-lived, reseeds x x
Dianthus arenarius Sand Pink Perennial moderate to low F/P evergreen; fragrant flowers x x
Dianthus caryophyllus (many varieties) Clove Pink Perennial moderate F/P evergreen; fragrant flowers x
Dianthus gratianopolitanus (many varieties) Cheddar Pink Perennial moderate F/P evergreen; fragrant flowers x
Dianthus plumarius (many varieties) Feathered Pink Perennial moderate F/P evergreen; fragrant flowers x
Digitalis obscura Foxglove Perennial moderate to low F evergreen perennial; medicinal uses
Digitalis thapsi 'Spanish Peaks' Foxglove Perennial moderate F/P perennial with rosy-pink flower spikes
Echinacea (many varieties) Coneflower Perennial moderate F/P flowers in summer, used medicinally
Echinacea angustifolia Narrowleaf Purple Coneflower Perennial moderate to xeric F/P tap rooted species adapted to drier climates
Echinacea tenessseensis Tennessee Purple Coneflower Perennial moderate to low F/P tap rooted species adapted to drier climates
Echinops (many varieties) Globe Thistle Perennial moderate to low F/P blue globe shaped flowers; plant used medicinally x
Echium amoenum Red Feathers Perennial moderate F/P showy red flower spikes; flowers used in tea x
Engelmannia persistenia Engelmann's Daisy Perennial moderate to xeric F/P appreciates supplemental water in hottest, driest periods
Epilobium angustifolium Fireweed Perennial moderate P/S native; burns out in hot, dry, full-sun conditions. x
Erigeron compositus Cutleaf Daisy Perennial moderate F/P native; white daisy with yellow center
Erigeron flagellaris Whipcord Fleabane Perennial moderate to low F/P native; low creeping groundcover x
Erigeron speciosus Aspen Fleabane Perennial moderate to low F/P native; supports bees x
Eriogonum (many varieties) Buckwheat Perennial moderate to xeric F native; keystone bee species
Eriogonum compositum Arrowleaf Buckwheat Perennial moderate to xeric F avoid wet/boggy areas x
Eriogonum heracleoides Parsnip Buckwheat Perennial moderate to xeric F/P native; great pollinator plant x
Eriogonum jamesii James' Buckwheat Perennial low to xeric F native; keystone bee species, avoid wet/boggy areas x
Eriogonum racemosum Redroot Buckwheat Perennial moderate to xeric F native; keystone bee species, avoid wet/boggy areas
Eriogonum umbellatum (many varieties) Sulfur Buckwheat Perennial moderate to xeric F native; keystone bee species, avoid wet/boggy areas x
Eriopyllum lanatum Wooly Sunflower Perennial moderate to xeric F/P native; bright yellow flowers, plant used medicinally x
Erodium (many varieties) Storksbill Perennial moderate to low F/P small member of the geranium family x
Erodium chrysanthum Yellow Storksbill Perennial moderate to low F/P tough yellow flowered perennial x
Eryngium (many varieties) Sea Holly Perennial moderate to low F/P attractive prickly flowers; multiple ethnobotanical uses x x
Gaillardia (many varieties) Blanket Flower Perennial moderate to low F/P can be short-lived but reseeds x
Gaura lindheimeri (many varieties) Whirling Butterflies Perennial moderate to low F/P great pollinator plant x
Gazania linearis 'P004S' Colorado Gold® Gazania Perennial moderate to low F/P tolerates sandy soils
Geranium (many perennial varieties) Geranium Perennial moderate F/P some native species; not to be confused with the flowering annual x
Glandularia bipinnatifida Prairie Verbena Perennial moderate to low F/P great pollinator plant x
Globularia (many varieties) Globe Daisy Perennial moderate F/P blue flowers in spring on evergreen foliage
Hedysarum boreale Sweetvetch Perennial moderate to low F/P native; variable species x
Helianthemum nummularium  (many varieties) Rock Rose Perennial moderate F/P cultivars offer a variety of flower and foliage color x
Helianthus maximiliani  (many varieties) Maximillian's Sunflower Perennial moderate to low F/P great pollinator plant x

Hemerocallis (many varieties) Daylily Perennial moderate F/P
many colors available; in hot/dry summer conditions needs extra 
watering to support bloom x

Heterotheca jonesii Goldhill Goldenaster Perennial moderate to low F/P native; avoid wet/boggy areas; cultivar 'Goldhill' is available
Heuchera (many varieties) Coral Bells Perennial moderate to low P/S some western native species will tolerate full sun with lower water x
Hymenoxys/Tetraneuris scaposa Four-Nerve Daisy Perennial Moderate to xeric F/P short-lived, reseeds, avoid wet areas
Hyssopus officinalis Hyssop Perennial moderate to low F/P pollinator plant with ethnobotanical uses
Iberis sempervirens (many varieties) Candytuft Perennial moderate F/P white flowers in spring on evergreen foliage; avoid wet areas x x
Incarvillea olgae Hardy Gloxinia Perennial moderate to xeric F/P pink flowers in late summer
Ipomopsis rubra Standing-cypress Perennial moderate to low F/P attracts hummingbirds
Iris x germanica (many varieties) Bearded Iris Perennial moderate to low F/P fragrant; many colors available x
Kniphofia (many varieties) Red Hot Poker Perennial moderate F/P bright flowers on tall spikes x
Kniphofia caulescens Regal Torchlily Perennial moderate to low F/P flowers emerge red and mature to yellow x
Lavandula  × intermedia (many varieties) Hybrid Lavender Perennial moderate to low F/P typically taller
Lavandula angustifolia (many varieties) English Lavender Perennial moderate to low F/P better for use when cooking x
Lewisia cotyledon  (many varieties) Siskiyou Lewisia Perennial moderate to low P/S tend to burn out in full sun x
Lewisia rediviva Bitterroot Perennial moderate to xeric F/P native; goes dormant after bloom x
Liatris aspera Rough Blazing Star Perennial moderate to low F/P butterfly plant x



Liatris ligulistylis Meadow Blazing Star Perennial moderate F/P butterfly plant x
Liatris punctata Dotted Blazing Star Perennial moderate to low F/P butterfly plant x
Liatris scariosa Savanna Blazing Star Perennial moderate F/P butterfly plant x
Limonium (many varieties) Statice, Sea Lavender Perennial moderate to low F/P good bee plant, use in dried flower bouquets x
Linum  (many varieties) Flax Perennial moderate to xeric F/P native; easy to establish from seed x
Marrubium rotundifolium Silver Edged Horehound Perennial low F low, ornamental form of its medicinal cousin
Mirabilis multiflora Desert Four O'clock Perennial low F/P native; emerges late, plant with early spring companion x
Monarda bradburiana Eastern Beebalm Perennial moderate F/P deer resistant, attracts hummingbirds and butterflies x
Monarda fistulosa Wild  Bergamot Perennial moderate F/P used medicinally x
Monarda punctata Spotted Beebalm Perennial moderate F/P used medicinally x
Monardella odoratissima Coyote Mint Perennial moderate to low F/P native; fragrant foliage, flowers loved by bees and butterflies
Nepeta × faassenii (many varieties) Faassen Nepeta Perennial moderate to xeric F/P cut back after flower for continued bloom x
Nolina microcarpa Bear Grass Perennial moderate to xeric F native; used ethnobotanically x x
Oenothera (many varieties) Evening Primrose Perennial moderate to xeric F/P food source for butterflies x
Oenothera caespitosa White Tufted Evening Primrose Perennial moderate to xeric F/P native; white flowers, birds enjoy the seed x x
Oenothera macrocarpa Ozark Sundrops Perennial moderate to low F/P yellow flowers, great as groundcover x
Origanum 'Kent Beauty' Kent Beauty Oregano Perennial moderate F/P use as border plantings or in hanging baskets
Origanum spp. (many varieties) Oregano Perennial moderate to low F/P ornamental and edible herbs
Osteospermum barberiae var. compactum 'P005S' Purple Mountain® Cape Daisy Perennial moderate to low F/P proliferous purple flowers x
Paronychia kapela ssp. serpyllifolia Silver Nailwort Perennial moderate to low F/P tough low groundcover

Penstemon (many varieties) Penstemon Perennial moderate to xeric F/P
large group of US natives with lots of diversity in size, leaf color and 
shape, bloom color and soil tolerance

Perovskia atriplicifolia (many varieties) Russian Sage Perennial moderate to xeric F/P good bee plant, used ethnobotanically x
Phlomis russeliana Turkish Sage Perennial moderate to low F use as specimen or groupings, used ethnobotanically x
Poliomintha incana Frosted Mint Perennial moderate to low F native; used ethnobotanically x
Polystichum munitum Western Sword Fern Perennial moderate to low P/S dry shade tolerant; used by wildlife and ethnobotanically
Pterocephalus depressus Pincushion Flower Perennial moderate to low F/P striking flowers on crinkled foliage, great butterfly plant
Pycnanthemum virginianum Mountain Mint Perennial moderate F/P fragrant foliage, flowers loved by bees and butterflies x
Ratibida columnifera Prairie Coneflower Perennial moderate to xeric F/P native; flower color varies from red to yellow and in-between x
Rudbeckia  (many varieties) Coneflower Perennial moderate F/P native; needs extra water in summer to support bloom x
Ruta graveolens  (many varieties) Garden Rue Perennial moderate to low F/P evergreen foliage, ethnobotanical uses; sap can cause skin irritation
Salvia arizonica Arizona Sage Perennial moderate to low F/P striking blue flowers
Salvia azurea Blue Sage Perennial moderate to low F/P great pollinator plant x
Salvia daghestanica 'Platinum' Platinum® sage Perennial moderate to low F/P silvery - white foliage with blue flower spikes
Salvia darcyi 'Pscarl' Vermillion Bluffs Mexican Sage Perennial moderate to low F red flowers attract hummingbirds x
Salvia darcyi x microphylla Windwalker series Salvia Perennial moderate to low F red flowers attract hummingbirds x
Salvia greggii  x 'Ultraviolet' Ultraviolet Sage Perennial moderate to low F/P violet flowers; attracts hummingbirds x
Salvia greggii  (many varieties) Autumn Sage Perennial moderate to low F/P can be short lived; protect from winter winds x
Salvia nemorosa (many varieties) Salvia/Sage Perennial moderate F/P attracts pollinators
Salvia officinalis (many varieties) Garden Sage Perennial moderate to low F/P showy ornamental also used in cooking x
Scutellaria (many varieties) Skullcap Perennial moderate to low F/P habit and flower color vary with variety
Solidago (many varieties) Goldenrod Perennial moderate F/P/S many midwestern and western species are suitable for low water x
Sphaeralcea (many varieties) Globemallow Perennial moderate to xeric F/P native; important bee plant
Stachys byzantina Lamb's Ear Perennial moderate to xeric F/P soft, silvery foliage; use as groundcover or border x
Stachys lavandulifolia Lamb's Ear Perennial moderate to low F/P showy, long lasting flowers; ethnobotanical uses
Tanacetum densum subsp. amani Partridge Feather Perennial moderate F/P groundcover, gold flowers above silver foliage
Teucrium cossonii Creeping Germander Perennial moderate to low F groundcover with fragrant foliage, attracts bees x
Thymus (many varieties) Thyme Perennial moderate F/P popular kitchen herb, available in different habits and flavors x
Townsendia (many varieties) Townsend's Daisy Perennial moderate to xeric F/P small, short lived perennials, great for rock gardens x
Zauschneria/Epilobium canum (many varieties) Hummingbird Trumpet Perennial moderate to low F/P native; low elevation species will tolerate less water x
Zinnia grandiflora Rocky Mountain Zinnia Perennial moderate to xeric F/P bold yellow flowers on small plants, attracts pollinators
Dianthus x allwoodii Helen Dianthus Perennial moderate F/P evergreen; 'Helen' is a compact, vigorous form x
Heterotheca villosa Hairy Goldenaster Perennial moderate to xeric F/P native; small plant with yellow daisy like flowers
Symphyotrichum oolentangiense Sky Blue Aster Perennial moderate to low F/P great pollinator plant x

Humulus lupulus var. neomexicanus Hops Perennial Vine moderate F/P
native; needs structure to climb on; needs extra water during heat 
and drought or foliage will burn

Anacyclus depressus Atlas Daisy Perennial/Groundcover moderate to low F/P early spring blooming on fern-like foliage x
Symphyotrichum/Aster ericoides Heath Aster Perennial/Groundcover moderate to low F/P native; white blooms in late summer, early fall x
Ceratostigma plumbaginoides Hardy plumbago Perennial/Groundcover moderate F/P blue flowers in late summer, red fall color x



Viburnum lantana Wayfaring tree Viburnum Semi-evergreen shrub moderate F/P flowers attract pollinators x
Agave havardiana Havard's Century Plant Succulent moderate to xeric F blue-grey foliage, very cold hardy x
Agave parryi ssp. neomexicana New Mexico Agave Succulent moderate to xeric F straight species is only marginally hardy x
Agave toumeyana var. bella Toumey's Miniature Agave Succulent moderate to xeric F small, clustering, green with white foliage x
Agave utahensis (many varieties) Utah Century Plant Succulent moderate to xeric F native; small, clustering
Aloinopsis spathulata Hardy Living Stone Succulent moderate to xeric F early magenta flowers above spoon shaped leaves x x
Corynopuntia clavata Dagger Club Cholla Succulent moderate to xeric F great for sandy soils x
Cylindropuntia imbricata Cholla Succulent xeric F larger stature, more cold tolerant x
Cylindropuntia whipplei Cholla Succulent xeric F native; used medicinally x
Dasylirion wheeleri Desert Spoon Succulent low to xeric F evergreen; several ethnobotanical uses x
Delosperma cooperi Cooper's Iceplant Succulent moderate F/P evergreen x
Delosperma nubigenum Yellow Ice Plant Succulent moderate F/P evergreen x x

Delosperma spp. (many varieties) Ice Plant Succulent moderate F/P 
many struggle with hardiness, drainage, and need more 
water/humidity in summer to thrive x

Echinocereus  (many varieties) Hedghog Cactus Succulent low to xeric F showy red flowers, edible fruit x
Escobaria vivipara Spinystar Succulent moderate to xeric F native; threatened in its natural habitat x
Grusonia clavata f. minor Club Cholla Succulent moderate to xeric F low succulent with stiff spines x
Hesperaloe  (many varieties) False Yucca Succulent moderate to xeric F likes a hot space; avoid wet/boggy soils x
Hylotelephium/Sedum ssp. (many varieties) Orpine Succulent moderate to xeric F/P succulent perennial, groundcover and upright varieties x
Opuntia (many varieties) Prickly Pear Succulent moderate to xeric F/P many species, tolerating different conditions x x
Phemeranthus (many varieties) Flame Flower Succulent moderate to xeric F/P low succulent with bright pink flowers x x
Sedum (many varieties) Stonecrop Succulent moderate to low F/P habit and flower color vary with variety x
Sedum kamtschaticum 'Weihenstephaner Gold' Weihenstephaner Gold Stonecrop Succulent moderate to xeric F/P evergreen foliage, yellow flowers that age to reddish-pink x
Sedum sediforme Pale stonecrop Succulent moderate to xeric F/P evergreen, bluish-grey, pointed foliage x
Sempervivum (many varieties) Hens and Chicks Succulent moderate to xeric P/S evergreen; can burn in hot, sunny areas. x
Yucca (many varieties) Yucca Succulent moderate to xeric F native; non-desert species may require more water in our climate x
Yucca fistulosa 'Colorguard' Colorguard Yucca Succulent moderate to xeric F/P green foliage with cream/gold variegation x
Vinca (many varieties) Vinca Vine/Groundcover moderate to low F/P/S dry shade tolerant x

Notes
Water Needs in SLC:  Moderate = 1-2 x week; Low = 1-2 x month; Xeric = No water after establishment. 
Everything on the list will do best with well-drained soil with a few exceptions.  Those with a tolerance for wetter, poorly-drained soils will be noted, as will plants that require extra drainage.
Part shade is 1/2 day of sun or more or light/filtered shade; Utah partial shade is still bright.
Salt tolerance is only noted if it is moderate to high.
Water shows range of tolerance extending to least need, to aid in grouping plants in hydrozones.


